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‘Secrets and Censors in Government

S EN. CHARLES. MATHIAS is trying to save the
administration from its own worst instincts. ‘When.
the president issued a directive last March that would -
have _ required . lifetime prepublication clearance of -
speeches and writings-of some government -employees, -
the Maryland senator off drr
State Department authorization bill that put

- directive, which svould have
porarily sidetracked

Department bill: The good news is that the sdministra- *

tion now eppears:to. be -willing to let ‘Congress play a
role in dealing with national security leaks: the bad
news is that some of the legislative proposals quietly
* floated by acting” assistant attorney: general Richard

. The paranoia about leaks is_preposterous in the
. first place. No.one in the administration has cited any
‘- actual cases where hational security has been jeopard-
ized by a whistle-blower. Of course, scandal and stu-
. pidity have been exposed, bureaucrats have been em-
barrassed and, 1o be fair, some folks-with an ax to
grind have used well-placed leaks for personal reasons.
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~But it's all part of a free socxety, which canonly ‘be

‘maintained if information flows freely between-the

~government ‘and the public. Far from conceding that

the March directi
- Willard now s
‘who_divulge material some other

-

he has
discussed with congresdional staff are simplytalking

. points, offered without the imprimatur of the Justice -

- Department or anyone in the administration. Perhaps
he has offered this parade of horriblesto demonstrate

‘ *<that ‘the March directive is moderate in contrast. It
Willard sound worse than the original directive. . . . ..

won't work.. The whole business of subjecting 2.5 mil-
lion individuals to lie detector tests and imposing per-
manent censorship on officials —same of them political
appointees—is wrongheaded. Junk the directive and
suggested compromises. Let’s return to a policy of
Prosecuting spies and traitors, trusting the.loyalty'and
good sense of government employees and i
of national policy..
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ive was wrong in its conception, Mr. .-
lar ests “compromises” that involve stiff
offered an’ amendmentthzo}lix: . fines and administrative penalties againstgovernment
part of the presidentia] --ament employee thinks ought to be secret. *As anyone
e, which have greatly expanded the use $who has ever worked in government can attest, ‘this
. of polygraph tests in the federal service, has been tem: ' covers a lot of territory and tons of papet.. "=

; 08 Defense ° Mr. Willard maintains that new proposals
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